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PART I: English-Language Pieces from The Personalized Plastics Company 


Personalized Plastics, Inc., of La Crosse, Wisconsin, was the greatest single re- 
source for shopkeepers who needed a durable form of change for their Food Stamp cus- 
tomers. That company's tokens have been used in every state, territory and Puerto 
Rico. The english-language reverse pieces were used in all of those areas and span- 
ish versions mainly in Puerto Rico. The following is a more in-depth discussion of 
token varieties and specifically those attributed to, or else that appear to have 
been made by Personalized Plastics or its successor, Plasco. The topic of token 
types was first raised in the April, 1980, issue of this newsletter and reviewed in 
more depth by Paul Cunningham in his Retail List No. 1, June 1980. 


Tokens pictured here are made by a heat-pressure process during which colored designs 
and lettering are pressed into the plastic tokens slightly below the surface of the 
blank. Excluded here is any discussion of the molded design tokens, that is those 
with raised letters. These latter are sometimes erroneously called “embossed." Their 
review as well as a review of spanish-language reverses will come later. 


There is a wide range of other plastic tokens, especially those exemplified by the 
Plastic Tag and Trade Check Company (Platco) of Bay City, Michigan (see TAMS Journal 
December, 1977, pp. 238-239). These can often be confused with the Personalized 
Plastics issues, especially the 28mm tokens, but like the others,more later. 


The tokens shown here are characterized by their lack of a raised rim, square-cut edges 
and 1 to 1.5mm thickness. On most of the 28mm pieces there is a small depression on 
the obverse near the rim. This is probably related to the molding of the original 
blanks and most noticeable on new tokens. Their legends are slightly incuse with mostly 
white letters. The plastic has a semi-gloss finish and is usually non-bendable. Co- 
lors of the 28mm tokens are usually 1¢ - black, 5¢ - green, 10¢ - blue, 25¢ - red and 
50¢ - pink, but there are some known execptions to this rule. The 28mm and 32mm 

pieces all have the common legend: 


"FOOD STAMP CREDIT/ 1¢/ FOR ELIGIBLE FOODS" 


28mm TOKENS 
Large Legend, Rounded Numerals (LLRN) 


RAINBOW THRIFTY 
MARKET MARKET 


PORTERVILLE 
CA 


Porterville CA Poplar CA 


This design appears to have been one of the earliest of the 28mm tokens and obverse 
designs are usually very simple. I have specimens only from California and their 
heaviest distribution seems to have been in and around Fresno, Kings and Tulare Coun- 
ties in that state. I have not seen any of the LLRN from anywhere else, nor do I have 
a 1¢ piece in my collection with that reverse. No 50¢ denomination has come to light 
and I do not believe that any were ever issued either of this variety or of the SLRN 


described below. Therefore a "set" for those interested seems to consist of only four 
tokens. 


There is an almost unnoticeable 3mm diameter circular indentation in the center of 
the LLRN token obverses. This should not be confused with the rim depression men- 
tioned earlier. This indentation seems to have had some influence on the amount of 
obverse space for the legend. The "Walker Grocery" photo should give the reader some 
idea of where it is placed. 


Among the LLRN the 5¢ token is a medium green, the 10¢ piece is a pale blue and the 
25¢ is a dark red. The reverse legend is 25.5mm in diameter with 2mm tall letters. 
The numérals-of-value are characterized by rounded rather than squared corners. In 
the few examples of LLRN that I have seen there seem to be more off-center reverses 
per capita than the others. I estimate the issuing dates of this variety to be ap- 
proximately 1972-74 based on some of Neil Shafer's information. The ones in my col- 
lection have been obtained only at the issuing stores, either by me or other collec- 
tors. It is probably the most scarce of the 28mm english-language token varieties. 


Small Legend, Rounded Numerals (SLRN) 


PLAZA 
COALINGA & AGNUS GROCERY 
MARKET 
309 E. POLK MARKEY 
st. LINDSAY 
cr 


CASA 


4255S. 
EL PASO 
ST. 


DEL 
PUEBLO 


Coalinga CA Lindsay CA Chicago IL El Paso TX 


The SLRN variety is very similar in appearance to the preceding except that the re- 
verse legend diameter is only 23mm with 2mm tall letters. It is no doubt a later 
style than the previous design. There seem to be two sub-varieties, one with the 

3mm indentation and one without. The "Jack & Agnus" and "La Casa" tokens shown have 
the indentations. The"Coalinga Market" and "Plaza Grocery" tokens have none. As a 
result there seems to be more space available for the obverse legend. The 10¢ tokens 
were issued in a range of blue colors from almost violet to pale blue. Obverse designs 
among the SLRN are also simple, but often longer. No use of logos or fancy lettering 
was made on this or the preceding variety as far as I can tell. Likewise, I believe 
that only four values exist in this series, that is, there is no 50¢ denomination. The 
tokens with this reverse come from a much wider variety of towns and states. I have 
not seen the LLRN or SLRN reverses on tokens from anywhere except the mainland United 
States. Along with the LLRN this reverse variety will be among the most scarce. 


Small Legend, Squared Numerals (SLSN) 


RICCI'S LOUISIANA % 


MARKET E eros o BB. JUNQUENO 


2790-24TH ST STORESty~> Ss £ 


San Francisco Chalmette LA Reno NV Wyndmere ND Juncos PR 


This variety is the second most commonly used reverse design. A company order form 
I have shows the SLSN with a copyright date of 1975. Quality control appears to have 
been more highly developed in this series as plastic colors are generally standard 
and there are fewer off-centers. Obverse designs are more imaginative and there is 
no 3mm indentation. The main visual difference in the reverse design is that the le- 


gend diameter is 23mm wide and the numerals-of-value have squared corners rather than 
rounded ones. Legend letters are 2mm tall. The SLSN design was used in Puerto Rico 
as well as on the mainland. None of the Guam or Virgin Islands pieces that I have 
seen use this variety. Some of my oldest and most scarce pieces have this reverse 
although as a design it is fairly common. ‘ 


Large Legend, Squared Numerals (LLSN) - "Standard Design" 


FAIRWAY 


Pte Arena CA Willits CA Miami FL Newark NJ Bismarck ND 


This is the most common design used and was used everywhere without exception. Another 
company token order form copyrights this design in 1976. The difference between this 
and the SLSN design is that the reverse legend diameter is 25mm wide and legend letters 
are 3mm tall. Likewise there is no 3mm obverse indentation. Obverse designs with 

this variety tend to be bolder and more imaginative. Logo art work was used exten- 
sively and many of the most attractive issues can be found with this reverse. 


32mm TOKENS 


SUPER COL 
LA NUEVA 
MINA 


AUT. NO 
951-3914 


Tokens of this size and reverse design may be the most scarce of all. I have one par- 
tial set issued by the Supercolmado La Nueva Mina (The New Mine Supergrocery) in Baya- 
mon, Puerto Rico. I have not seen any mainland or other territorial issues in this 
form. The legend diameter is 28mm and the letters are about 2.5mm tall. Otherwise 

it is similar to the Standard Design (LLSN). I have a 5¢ - dark green, 10¢ - bright 
blue, 25¢ - yellow and 50¢ - bright red. The plastic is glossy rather than semi- 
gloss and the rimless edges are rounded rather than squared. Tokens are about 2.5mm 
thick. While this size and design closely resembles the other Personalized Plastics 
pieces, I do not know for sure whether the tokens were made by that company, 


38nm_ TOKENS 
Rigid Plastic 


Food 
Stamp 


I¢ 


Credit 


San Francisco Geddes SD Neillsville WI 


This token design is also one of the more common varieties, widespread in its use on 


the mainland and Alaska. I have not seen any made for stores j j ifi 

- in either the Pacific 
or Caribbean Islands areas. In the hundreds of sets examined I have yet to see a 50¢ 
token of this series. The plastic is glossy and non-bendable. All tokens are 38mm 
in diameter frequently found with sharp little mold extrusions on the edges. 
Except for the black 25¢ tokens, colors tend to be somewhat mottled with areas of 
eT ae or lesser translucence. Legend color and denomination combinations are as 
Ol lows: 


l¢ white plastic - black legend 


5¢ orange " - black legend 
5¢ orange " - white legend 
10¢ yellow " - black legend 
10¢ yellow " - white legend 
25¢ black " - white legend 


The 5¢ and 10¢ tokens with black letters seem to havebeen used for only a short time 
and then discontinued. It is therefore possible in the case of some stores like the 
"A & R Grocery" shown to have as much as a six-piece set!However most sets are only 
four and will be without the black legend 5¢ and 10¢ tokens. 


The obverses also have partially stock legends with the store's name imprinted in no 
more than two lines at the bottom. I have never seen any token of this series with 
any indication of the state of its origin, and only infrequently do they come with 

the name of the town. By far the majority of these are unidentifiable unless the lo- 
cale is known from other sources. The "A&R Grocery" tokens are more the rule than 

the Geddes, SD, and Neillsville, WI, tokens shown. The latter two are about as close 
as this series comes to having tokens readily identifiable by locality. Paul Cunning- 
ham noted this series as an early Personalized Plastics type. The "A&R Grocery" no 
longer exists in San Francisco and the latest date I could find for it was 1973. 


Flexible Plastic 


These tokens are identical in most ways to those above. In the two examples I have 
seen (not pictured), the plastic is extremely bendable. It has a flat finish rather 
than shiny. Their diameters are about.75mm smaller than the above. The two speci- 
mens in my possession are a 5¢ and 10¢ with black letters from the "FAIRVIEW/ MKT." 
in Anchorage, Alaska. Legends seem to be a bit more crude. They may well be an even 
earlier version of the previous series. 


(to be continued) 


REPORT FROM ATLANTA 


The following letter from Glenn Parham, 
Jr., shows what can happen when a col- 
lector begins an organized search for 
tokens with a certain amount of enthu- 
siasm. Glenn demonstrates, too, how a 
person with a physical disability can 
live life to its fullest and not let it 
dominate him, an example for us all. His 
letter refers to the book, FOOD STAMP 
CHANGE TOKEN STORES, and its Atlanta, 
Georgia, section. 


April 6, 1981 
Atlanta, GA 30305 


Dear Jerry: 


Having emphysema and other disabilities 
I do not like to go over a couple of 
miles from home alone. My service sta- 
tion will come get me that far and most 
independent stores likely to have tokens 
are outside my two mile radius. I have 
followed some of your suggestions, but 
also used the phone. Most will talk 
and are polite. Only one or two were 
rude, Did venture forth - no car break- 
down - on three occasions last week 
following up phone calls. Have ten new 
ones! They are not in your book nor 

on Paul Cunningham's lists. 


® 


SADAMSVILLES 
GROCERY SUPERETTE 
839 HUNTER ST ary 


NW 


1) JCJ Grocery: said had none left. No 
reason to doubt. 

2) Adamsville Superette: a former com- 
munity in Fulton County where Atlanta 
is now located. Name place says 
Adamsville now in the City Limits. 
Haven't located store. 

3) Parker's Superette - 59 Lafayette 
Street: ("Supervalu" in scroll). 
Not in current New Orleans, 1A, 
phone book, but believe this is the 
actual location. 

4) Henry's Superette - 1568 Bankhead 
Highway: (see Hudson's Superette). 
It's Atlanta, but not in the phone 
book, Library says blank at this 
address in the City Directory indi- 
cating that building is unoccupied 
or gone. It is 13 miles one way, 
May try and check occupants each side 
of 1568 to see if "Henry's" wherea- 
bouts are known, : 

5) Brown's Grocery: Dialed the phone 
number on the token, They answered, 
but manager said no more tokens. 

6) Ormond Street Market: Can find no 
record, 


THE SOUL 
SEARCHERS & 


7) Franklin's Supermarket: found used 
token. Called Mr. F., who said I 


could have remainder. Very nice, but 
busy. Said to see cashier and had 
instructed her to let me have all at 
face value ($14.25). 


The store is white-owned and operated 
and in the shadow of the Atlanta Federal 
Penitentiary, Store caters to a Black 
clientele, Brother Esmond Patterson 
appears on a Black radio program with 
the "Soul Searchers", a Black singing 
group, every Sunday at 10:45 to adver- 
tise Franklin's Supermarket. Listened 
yesterday, a 15 minute program, 

8) Red & White: Is a wholesale grocer 

operating out of Rock Mart, GA, about 

50 Miles NW of Atlanta. They serve 10- 

12 stores in Atlanta, about half the 

state and Chattanooga, TN. Auditor said 

they furnished many of their retail stores 
for convenience and possibly goodwill. 

Operate under the name J.L. Lester & 

Son, Wholsale Grocers, They have an At- 

lanta office to take orders, Only had 

1l¢ and 50¢ tokens. He is to let me know 
if he has more, 

9) Jake's Seafood Market: Only Jake"'s 
"Fish Market" in phone book, Jake 
answered and said would send me best 
set he could put together. He sent 
no 50¢. All were not mint. 

10) Hewatt Brothers: Operate stores in 
mostly Black areas. Atlanta is 66% 
Black, They are white. They owned 
Acree's Supermarket. I have bought 
some groceries from J.L. Lester. He 
controls Hewatt Brothers Enterprises. 
They use the name Hewatt and Big H 
Foods. Talked with one of the bro- 
thers and obtained several hundred 
mixed tokens. Said did not know of 
other Hewat stores that might have 
tokens, 

Mr, Hewatt did not recall a 50¢ 
token, but he kept couple of big 
rolls of 50¢ Acree's. He had but a 
couple of Hewatt tokens. 

Hope this can be used in a future edition. 

Couldn't get along without your book. Like 

Atlanta tokens, also dollar size plastic 

pieces. 

Regards, Glenn. 


P.S. All tokens appear to have been made 
by Personalized Plastics, Check for 
$4.50 for next year's subscription 
to Newsletter enclosed, 


The FOOD STAMP CHANGE NEWSLETTER is 
Edited and Published in July, October, 
January and April, For the year 1981- 
82 the subscription is $).50. Late 
subscribers receive all back issues. 
All subscribers can submit one free 30 
word ad each issue and which must be 
resubmitted each time. 


Full-page ads 
are 38,50, half-page ads are lato, 


quarter-page ads are $3.00, Copy must 
be submitted by June 15, Sept. 15, Dec. 
15 and March 15. Full page material 

must be 11}x7} inches. Newsletters are 
mailed before the Tenth of the follow=- 
ing month. Editor is Jerry F. Schimmel. 


With this issue the FSC NEWSLETTER be- 
gins its second yeare The next few issues 
will focus on studies of token and scrip 
types and letters from you about your 
searches for collectible items, Gary 
Pipher and I are in the process of fig- 
uring the best way to put together his 
catalog of New York State Tokens since 

it will be quite a large work. 


policy will be to print articles that 
1) are of interest to as many collectors 
as possible (hence the material on types) 
2) describe the adventures and techniques 
of collectors in search of items to add 
to their collections (like Glen's piece), 
and 3) small items about particular 
places or things. Catalogs like the New 
Jersey and New York pages will appear as 
supplements, not as regular parts of the 


bulletin, Which leads me to my next 
pointe 
CLUB, ANYONE? 


When I began a year ago last April there 
was some interest in forming a club or 
Food Stamp Change collector's organiza~ 
tion. It seams appropriate on entering 
the second year that I re-open this is- 
sue and others related to the bulletin's 
functioning. In regard to the newsletter 
I could use some editorial advice like 

a committee of readers. I sometimes feel 
uncomfortable making decisions alone 
about what gets printed. I see a growing 
need for someone to act as a Coordinator 
of unidentified pieces, or a "mavericks" 
editor who will prepare material to use 
in the newsletter. I have a number of 
unidentified pieces of my own. Maybe 
some of you would be interested in putting 
together a catalog advisory committee 

to develop standards for local or even 

a nationwide catalog effort. Much more 
time should be spent in publicizing the 

‘ newsletter than I do. This paper only 
reached 70 readers at the most last year. 


I simply do not spend enough time at it. 
Dean Davis and Tom Conklin have both noted 
that it would be handy to have an official 
organization when collectors make contact 
with store owners as a way of establishing 
their credibility. Getthing these things 
done takes a lot of volunteer time and 
effort that should be organized around 

a club. I personally enjoy doing the 
newsletter and hope to keep doing it 

for awhile, but I could not possibly 
carry out all of the above things. 


One way to start might be to let me know 
who might be interested in forming a 
Steering Committee to look further into 
a na®tonal organization. I will publish 
information about what you want to do. 
The East Coast collectors seem to be the 
most active. Perhaps several of you like 
Tom, Dean and the New Jersey exonumia 
organization could get together. Paul 
Cunningham has mentioned the need for a 
club. Neil Shafer would be a natural 
member (if he has time) as I would be. 
Please let me imow what you think and 
you will hear more about this the next 
newsletter. 


HALEY'S FOODS TOKENS 


On March 23 I received this letter from 
Lewis Ferguson in Ames, Iowa. 


"Dear Jerry: 


_ Regarding the last newsletter, page 7 = 


there is an item 


‘Alon Jeffrey indicates that TAMS 
#6811 is as follows: 


Brass, 16mm: 
O: FOR ELIGIBLE/ HALEY'S/ 
FOODS ONLY 


R: Good For/ 1¢/ In Trade! 


Haley's had a set of these tokens as 
follows - 


1¢ 16mm Br Rnd 
S¢ 23mm Br Rnd 
10¢ 26mm Br Rnd 
25¢ 29mm Br Rnd 


All had the same 
obverse as in 
Alon's notation. 
These were used in 
Marshalltown, IA. 


There is a die maker's error in these 
tokens. There exists a $1 16mm Br Rnd 
that was in error and they were never 
used. 


Sincerely, 
Lewis K. Ferguson® 
Because of the denominations, these tor 


are definitely not part of the 1939=)3 
series. Probably about 1965.(ED) 


FOOD STAMP CHANGE 
TOKENS & SCRIP 


LOVE 'EM OR HATE ‘EM, THEY'RE HOT ITEMS TODAY! 


Remember when Civil War tokens sold for 25¢ each? Remember when a $10 transit 
token sold for just that? Food Stamp Tokens and Paper Scrip will never be 
cheaper than they are right now. 


We have available a retail list of about 2500 different sets from virtual ly 
all the states and United States territories and possessions. Send one dollar 
(refundable with any order) now for that list! Food Stamp Scrip is available 
also. WE BUY TOO! Let us know what you have for sale. 


Our newly revised and expanded reference list features some 800 titles cover- 
ing tokens, medals, coins, paper money and other collectibles such as postcards 


and antique guns. Send $1 for that list as well also refundable with any or- 
der). Wants lists are serviced. 


NOW AVAILABLE! A new group of Food Stamp Change Tokens never before offered. 
Let us send you one of each set available from your state on approval. Whole- 
sale discount for the entire state. 


Our next auction will include many items of popular interest. Send $1.50 and 
receive the auction catalog and the prices realized, all by First Class mail. 


Catalogs will be sent only to First Class subscribers in the future: five sales 
for five dollars. 


A WHOLESALE LISTING 


100 Different Food Stamp Tokens of different merchants, 
of plastic, aluminum, wood and from different makers 


(no full sets included) $30.00 
500 Different tokens as above, but includes some complete 

sets from various states tl 25208 
1000 Different as above 250.00 
2000 Different as above 500.00 
100 Assorted Tokens D7e50 
1000 Assorted Tokens 150.00 
5000 Assorted Tokens 650.00 
100 Different Food Stamp Scrip, all paper : 15.00 
200 Different as above 25.00 
1000 Assorted Scrip 75 400 


Samples of tokens and scrip free for 28¢ SASE! 


All orders postpaid to street address (for U.P.S. delivery). 


PAUL A. CUNNINGHAM 
BOX ONE 
TECUMSEH, MI 49286 


